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A RESOLUTION
To declare that the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock is an artifact historically associated
with the City of Portsmouth, Ohio, and to call upon officials from the Commonwealth of
Kentucky to abandon Kentucky's claims of ownership to this artifact and to work with
the State of Ohio to effectively preserve and care for it.

BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE STATE OF OIDO:
WHEREAS, A large boulder known as the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock was retrieved from the Ohio
River near Portsmouth, Ohio, in 2007. On the boulder is a carved life-size image of a human face. The rock
carving, or petroglyph, was well known to early settlers in the Portsmouth area; and
WHEREAS, Historically, the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock was always either partially or completely
submerged in the waters of the Ohio River, with the image of the petroglyph appearing only during periods
when the Ohio River was at very low levels. In the 19th century, the residents ofPortsmouth, Ohio, utilized
the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock as a water gauge; and
WHEREAS, The infrequent appearance of the petroglyph during periods of low water in the river was
often occasioned by great public curiosity. Throughout the 19th century, prominent Portsmouth, Ohio,
residents inscribed their names on the rock, and people would come from all over the Portsmouth area to
view it; and
WHEREAS, Prior to its retrieval in 2007, the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock had not been seen since the
early part of the 20th century, and its existence had passed from general knowledge; and
WHEREAS, The origins of the petroglyph on the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock are not known, with
http://archives.legislature.state.oh.us/ResolutionText127/127_HR_137_AH_N.html

1/2

7/2812017

H. R. No. 137 As Adopted by the House

some hypothesizing that the petroglyph is ofNative American origin and others theorizing that the
petroglyph was created by Euro-American settlers using metal tools. There have even been legends
associated with the petroglyph that thieves or robbers carved it to mark the location of ill-gotten treasure;
and
WHEREAS, In 2007, historians, working with volunteer divers, located the Portsmouth Indian Head
Rock in the Ohio River in sixteen feet of water, raised it, and brought it to Portsmouth, Ohio. The recovery
of the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock represents the first successful underwater search for documented rock
art in the Ohio River. In addition, because many prehistoric petroglyphs are disappearing due to acid rain,
natural erosion, and vandalism, the recovery of the rock has likely saved the petroglyph from ruin; and
WHEREAS, The Co=onwealth of Kentucky has voiced concerns about the recovery of the
Portsmouth Indian Head Rock because it was located in the Ohio River allegedly within the boundaries of
Kentucky. In addition, the Kentucky House of Representatives has introduced House Resolution 12
condemning the retrieval of the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock and demanding its return to the Ohio River.
However, it is not clear if Kentucky officials objected to the retrieval of the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock
prior to its retrieval, nor were such officials fully aware of its existence; now therefore be it
RESOLVED, That we, the members of the House of Representatives of the 127th General Assembly of
the State of Ohio, declare that the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock is and has always been inextricably linked
to the history of the City of Portsmouth, Ohio, and that it represents an important facet of Ohio's historical
counection to the Ohio River; and be it further
RESOLVED, That we, the members of the House of Representatives of the 127th General Assembly of
the State of Ohio, call upon the Co=onwealth of Kentucky to abandon any claims of ownership to the
Portsmouth Indian Head Rock and to work with Ohio officials to jointly care for, preserve, and educate the
public about the history of the Portsmouth Indian Head Rock and, through such joint action, promote our
shared and co=on history; and be it further
RESOLVED, That the Clerk of the House of Representatives transmit duly authenticated copies of this
resolution to the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the Co=onwealth of Kentucky, the Ohio
Historical Society, the Kentucky Historical Society, and the news media of Ohio and Kentucky.
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